At Hopi, everyone in society has a role in farming—from

preparing thé felds, to planting, harvesting, storage; and
eventual use. By participating in farming, Hopi youth lfearn
our traditional values: respect, giving back to the community,
caring for others, and reverence for the land.

We consider ourselves stewards of the land, not owners of
it. Our farming techniques are environmentally friendly, low
impact, and have sustained generations of our people. Hopi
farmers continue to plant using traditional techniques honed
over centuries.

Who Are The Hopi?

* Hopl have Bved In Artzona

Since time Immemorial, the Hopl people have
Intained and surrounding areas for more than 2,000 years.

lived in and have
our sacred covenant with Mdasaw, the ancient

caretaker of the earth, to live as peaceful and
humble farmers, respectful of the land and its
resources. Over the centuries, we have survived
as a tribe, and to this day have managed to
retain our culture, language, and religion
despite influences from the outside world.

(The Hopl Tribe, www.hopl-nsn. gov)
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* Hopl live In the northern part of what Is today

* Hopl has a population of 14,127.
* There are 13 villages at Hopl.

* The Hopl reservation consists of 1.6 million
acres of arid land.

Hopt agricultural inowhedge s passed from ooe genecation to
the next In this phctograph, from left 1o right are my fathet
Caked Hoketstewa [ohrson, great-grandfathes Polepetews.
nd gandfather, Fred Aptvi Johnson. This exiibit & based on
myy family S experience and my academic work Rt does not
racessartly reflect the views of all Hopi pecple
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Fitting The Environment

Hopi is the only place I kunow where coru is planted
to fit the euvironment; the environment is not
manipulated to it the corn.

— Micheel Katutua Jobnson

Over thousands of years, Hopl farmers have figured out methods for farming
huwmlmmmunpﬂhgﬂ“hmmm

will receive the most specific and p
plants from wind and pests.
Hopi isan of dry-land farming. Snow and

rainfall are vital to the success of our crops. Snow provides the soil moisture
necessary for planting in early spring. It is the only moisture available until
the monsoon rains arrive in late July. The summer rains bring supplemental
molsture that results in corn ears and bean pods filling out.

Fleld ses ith

size of a Hopd Seld s between one and five acres.

The natural enviccnment gives us clues that indicate the amount
of mobsture i the sofl in the spring, the resence and condition
of certain witd plasts. th-ihblyd molsture Gased
onwhat we see, we how deep to plant and how far apart

WHERE WE PLANT

Wbutbmlnamham.mmmmwulmm
from strong winds and aid in capturing water from monsoon rains.

Hopl beans, squash, and melons are also planted on sandy slopes. The
sand acts as a mukh, maintaining the underlying moisture that comes
from winter snow.

hmnmu Is to take advy o' soll
fields
mmatmla-mnhmmnm-.l’mmu
floodwater can easily wipe out a field.




PLANTING METHODS

We adjust our planting dom based on

soil corn may
be planted between six and 24 Inches deep. We
plant up to 20 corn seeds in one hole. Planting
multiple seeds together allows corn to be
grown In clumps that are spaced out. This helps
protect the plants from sun and wind, as well
as crows and other predators. Later, we thin the
plants, pulling up all but the strongest six or
seven In each clump.

We space our plants for
beneficlal use of avallable
soll moksture Com & planted
three paces @bout nine feet)
between clumps. Beans are
planted one pace (about thee
feet) between plants

it b o e et et v e cain ks s et
EaPel G i e rang s

i Sz wanen e

Challenges For Hopi Farmers

Fotmr 2,000 years, we uxo md and

d our agr Om
Kiscwladas of tha
to overcome the many challenges of hmh;
the use of

and man-made irrigation systems which,
today, are common components of
commercial agriculture.

Long ago, Hopi farmers figured out how to
h such

as drought, sand storms, wind, insects, and
animals that threaten our plants.

CHALLENGES



Hopi Ingenuity

Over thousands of years, Hopi farmers have
honed for and

our crops. Notice the continuity alhu
techniques as shown in both the historic and
contemporary photographs.

TOOLS

Hopi farmers have learned to adapt traditional
and modern tools to fit our farming needs.

PLANT PROTECTION

Hopl farmers protect plants from wind, heat,
small animals, pests, and soil erosion. We use
what is available to us, including stones, dried
vegetation, and cans.
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Resiliency Of Traditional
Knowledge And Practices

The lama is very fertile for maize and cotton and
sowm. i it, because it is [a] temperate land.
that greatly conserve the moisture from the suows.

g e b sy gt Bty f s S ot ad s St s

Our way of farming continues to be well suited to our environment.
Despite Western influence, Hopi traditional farming practices and

crop thods have not ch d much. We continue to
rely upon our holistic k ledge of the This same
k ge in soclety the diverse scientific

of agi y, hydrology, ecology, and genetics.

For more than 2,000 years, Hopl farmers have saved the seeds from
our ancient corn. Each year the seeds are planted in our fields using
traditional techniques, resulting in beautiful multi-colored ears of
corn. These are harvested for food, ceremonies, and seed. Hopi

d of diverse crops. Through careful
biodiversity is preserved for

p an
selection of seeds and storage, this
future generations.



The beliefs and practices that define us as
indigenous peoples are often called 'informal !
I must ask what makes the so-called ‘formal ¢

of scientists and academics more valuable?

— Utts Tange Wowdimu, 2075, ELhiapian furmer (SEony Center, nmnsgoutubecom s CeatarOf The torg)

We have been planting our crops in a similar fashion for over 2,000
years. The comn, bean, and watermelon fields planted today closely
resemble those of the past.

Women’s Role In Farming

The crops we raise and tend to are for the women
and our children. For it is the women of Hopi who are
the true stewards of Hopi society. We Hopi men say,

kiwakwhdy (Ehank you) for all that they do.

~ Michae! Katutua Joknsm

In Hopi Yy are gral to agriculture. They play a vital role
before, during, and after the harvest. The women own the fields, provide
the seeds to be planted, and save seeds after the harvest. The men,
sometimes with help of women, plant crops, tend them, and harvest
the fields.

After the harvest, the crops, are given to the women of each family. The
women meticulously select seeds to save for planting the following year.
They are responsible for storing and distributing the produce that is
grown during each season.

The women transform the crops of corn, beans, and squash into
traditional Hopi meals and for use in ceremonies. One traditional Hopl
bread is called piikl, which is made from blue corn meal and ash.

For centuries, wornen have

the corn with specl stones. The
commeal Is used for ceremontal
and household purposes.




Hopi Farming:

We call corn our mother. Corn has nourished
the Hopl for thousands of years. Comn is so
important to us that we can't put a value on
it. We don’t take it to the store. We don't sell
It or use it to feed animals like commercial
farmers do. We plant corn to preserve our
way of life; not to make money. As long as
we keep taking care of our mother, we will
be here for a long time.

A Way Of Life

Com phints, like s

need help danding up coce in a while,
especially when challenged




BENEFITS OF TRADITIONAL
FARMING FOR THE

HOPI COMMUNITY

Hopi agricultural activities serve to reinforce
traditions and customs in each new
generation. For us it is not about growing
vegetables; it is about growing children.

Traditional Hopi farming:

* Helps reduce obesity because of the work required
and the nutritional value of the food produced

* Reinforces Hopli culture by assigning every persona
role in Hopl soclety

* Stabilizes families, because it increases sharing and
no one goes hungry

* Is environmentally friendly

* Gives you respect for the land and what it provides

Planting Is An Act Of Faith
To be a Hopi farmer means you plant

mercﬂ,m

ardless of the challenges
fu!:krl?wcudduwaaum’

allmtkmgstogmn

— Michael Ketutun Johnson

| feel that the Hopi concept of sustainability
and our crop diversity should be protected,
preserved, and learned from. They truly are
world heri Hopi agr
knowledge I; based on the place we live and
time-honed techniques, which are reinforced
by our community practices and spiritual
beliefs. Hopi farmers care for the earth as
we care for a relative. For us, planting is an
act of faith; we are not just putdnl uods

in the g d.We are

ulaﬂonshlp \ulﬂl the land in hope th:l ll will
for future

glnlmbm of Hopi people.
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Case panel goes with object case

We were farimers before we had ceremonies.
We started with a planting stick,
a gourd of water, and corw. seeds.
Some of the techniques used to plant have

clmugul, but the uulu‘(gatg reason
why we plant has wot.

~ Michael Katutaw Johnioa

Mdaasaw presented the Hopi with three gifts that symbolized
life principles. These were corn seeds, a gourd filled with
water, and a planting stick. Corn (gaa’s) was to be the soul
of the Hopi people. The planting stick (sooya) would provide
simple but dependable farming technology. . . . The water
gourd (kuywikoro) represented the Creator's blessing and
the Hopis' relationship with the natural environment.

(gl Povpie of the Lund Sastabuing A grbcuibuce ot 0o Mopl Reverration, Luteils Saghetioy, ot ah, abid )
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